So-called pox disease occurring spontaneously and experimentally in both domestic and wild birds has been well known, and a number of papers on its etiology, pathology and therapeutics have excellently been reviewed by Beaudette (1953) and Cunningham (1967 pulars, the fourth is near the base of scapulars, and the last fifth is near the base of the bill (Fig. 2 Curiously, the surface of nodule is covered entirely with cornified layer, epidermis with nuclei (or better called, stratum germinativum) and connective tissue strand layer, in turns (Fig. 3) . The dermal portion is replaced by a number of cysts with or without lacunae, and in the deeper zone a necrotic large cavity containing liquefied substance and a lot of cell debris is seen (Figs. 3, 4) . Each cyst consists exclusively of a large number of tumorous, squamous epithelial cells of various sizes and developmental stages, and is separated from each other by hyperplastic connective tissue. With developmental stages, the cell supposed to be infected with virus increases its diameter gradually, and eventually, the collapse, necrosis and final death occur. forming a large cavern in the interior of the cell.
The size of Note that the nucleus in regression is confined to a corner by a developing lumen, and the condensed material considered as inclusion bodies are de-round or oval nucleus containing a prominent nucleolus and chromatin substance.
The cell is surrounded by a thick wall (=capsule) of rather hyaline nature, and the cytoplasm and condensed material supposed to be the inclusion bodies are stained heterogeneously by acidic dyes. Next, the cytoplasm has withdrawn gradually from the cell capsule, and the nucleus in regression and diminution is confined to a corner of the cell. Due to condensation and shrinkage of the cytoplasm and probably, inclusion bodies, a space, better called, lumen, becomes larger and larger until the cell capsule is occupied entirely with this lumen (Figs. 5, 6 ). Although the lumen is filled with liquefied colloid in the early phase, no substance is recognized in elaborate lumen. These pictures are similar to those in edematous condition.
It is difficult to demonstrate and point out the real inclusion bodies considered as the structure of mature virus particles in the present light microscope preparation without osmierung or electronmicrography, although Sevoian (1960) et al. (1972) and Shelton and Wilson (1973) .
On the other hand, Kakizawa (1973) announced a high incidence of the tumorous growths in the eastern green finch, Chloris sinica, caught on the occasion of banding investigation of the wild birds at the belt of emerged plants around Lake Fukushima-gata in the suburbs of Niigata City. He described that the growths are selectively detected in several portions, such as (1) the space between the beak and front, (2) both sides of the mandibles, (3) the circumference of the eyes, and (4) the portion from the corner of the wing to the base of the bastard wing. These portions almost cover and correspond to those of the sparrow described here. Mur- Oota (1952), and Imai and Fujiwara (1958) undertook a comparison between the epithelial papilloma of the yellowfin goby, Acanthogobius flavimanus, and human molluscum contagiosum, and Oota (1952) also discussed certain likeness to pagetoid lesions in human epidermis.
Further, Ahmed and Mukherjee (1974) reported the high incidence of papilloma of larynx in Nigerian children and demonstrated the virus-like particles electronmicroscopically as the causative factor. 
